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DISCOURSE. 


“SPEAK  THOU  THE  THINGS  WHICH  BECOME  SOUND  DOCTRINE.” — TITUS  II.,  1. 

In  times  of  great  popular  agitation,  and  when  the 
dearest  interests  of  society  are  at  stake,  it  can  hardly 
fail  that  evil  passions,  as  well  as  noble  impulses  shall  be 
called  into  activity.  If  it  be  a  Republic  that  is  shaken 
by  such  commotion,  every  man  in  it  has  not  only  a  real 
but  an  acknowledged  concern  in  the  issues  of  the  strife ; 
and  will  form  his  own  opinions,  and  express  them  with 
more  or  less  freedom  in  his  proper  sphere.  This  is  right 
and  profitable ;  for  we  are  more  likely  to  reach  wise  and 
well-balanced  conclusions,  when  there  is  free  interchange 
of  thought,  and  the  common  sentiment  is  the  result  of 
suggestions  that  come  from  men  standing  in  every 
possible  relation  to  the  subject,  than  when  only  one 
set  of  men,  however  sagacious,  propound  their  views, 
and  insist  on  their  acceptance  as  “the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.” 

Universal  conversation  on  topics  of  momentous  public 
interest,  however,  has  this  disadvantage,  that  it  brings 
into  the  arena  of  debate  multitudes  whose  passions  are 
virulent  and  ungovernable,  much  in  the  same  proportion 
in  which  their  knowledge  is  limited  and  their  judgment 
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weak.  In  view  of  this,  it  becomes  the  more  incumbent 
on  men  of  intelligence  and  culture,  of  pure  principles 
and  scientific  tempers,  to  throw  in  the  element  of  their 
influence,  and  to  communicate,  as  opportunity  may 
serve,  the  results  of  their  reflection,  that  the  tide  of 
social  sentiment  may  not  become  wholly  corrupt  and 
passionate.  No  class  of  men,  whose  lot  is  cast  in  a  land 
whose  rulers  and  policy  are  chosen  and  controlled  by 

the  people,  have  a  right  to  estrange  themselves  from 

\ 

these  common  interests — to  keep  their  minds  unin¬ 
formed  and  their  lips  sealed  in  silence — on  questions 
which  involves  the  prosperity  or  the  virtue  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Men  do  not  cease  to  be  citizens,  nor  escape 
any  of  the  responsibilities  and  duties  which  belong  to 
them  in  that  relation,  when  they  engage  as  professors 
in  colleges,  or  students  in  literature  and  art,  or  conse¬ 
crate  their  powers  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Gospel.  On 
all  important  occasions — as  when  rulers  are  to  be  chosen, 
and  when  policies  of  government  are  to  be  determined — 
it  devolves  on  these  men,  who  are  among  the  thoughtful 
and  conservative  elements  of  the  commonwealth,  to 
express  through  the  ballot  box  their  calm  and  godly 
judgments;  and  in  social  walks,  without  clamor,  or  pas¬ 
sion,  or  obtrusiveness,  to  let  their  position,  sentiments 
and  purpose  be  understood.  No  man  may  here  make 
himself  a  recluse.  Monasticism  in  every  shape  is 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions.  The  common¬ 
wealth  has  an  indefeasible  claim  to  the  intelligent  and 
conscientious  support  of  all  who  share  in  its  benefits. 
And  he  who  exercises  this  function  of  citizenship  pru¬ 
dently,  and  with  all  proper  deference  to  the  opinions 
and  righ  ts  of  others,  will  not  only  pass  unrebuked  of  all 
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whose  esteem  it  is  an  honor  to  secure,  but  will  obtain 
by  a  new  title  their  respect  and  confidence.  Little  is  or 
can  be  said  against  such  a  course  in  a  community  where 
it  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  men  that  Bishop  White, 
the  patriarch  and  model  of  ministerial  faithfulness  and 
dignity,  to  the  clergy  of  our  American  Church,  never 
failed  to  use  his  franchise  as  an  American  citizen. 

I  come  now  to  a  nicer  question — one  on  which  there 
is  much  clamor,  and  perhaps  little  careful  and  discrimi¬ 
nating  thought — to  wit :  whether  it  is  edifying,  and 
within  the  proper  scope  and  function  of  the  Christian 
pulpit  to  introduce  as  topics  of  discourse  questions  of 
State,  on  which  the  passions  of  men  are  liable  to  strong 
excitement,  and  which  do  not  directly  subserve  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  souls.  One  class  of  attendants— and  these  gene¬ 
rally  are  such  as  apprehend  that  the  influence  of  those 
wTho  preach  might  not  favor  the  success  of  the  party  to 
which  they  belong — say :  Let  all  such  themes  be  studu- 
ously  banished  from  the  House  of  God ;  let  no  echo  of 
public  troubles  and  vexations  disturb  the  still  airs  of  the 
Sanctuary ;  leave  to  us  one  refuge  where,  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  a  better  world,  we  may  forget  the  contentions 
and  strife  with  which  earth  is  filled.  Another  class — 
most  of  whom,  probably,  hope  to  find  in  the  pulpit  an 
advocate  of  their  views,  and  an  ally  of  their  party  in 
the  State— say,  with  scarcely  less  plausibility :  If  the 
Church  is  to  have  any  hold  upon  the  living  world,  it 
must  deal  with  living  and  present  interests.  Christi¬ 
anity  was  not  given  as  a  divine  abstraction,  but  as  a  prac¬ 
tical  power,  and  it  is  the  proper  office  of  its  ministers — 
not  to  rehearse  its  naked  principles,  which  every  man 
can  read  for  himself  in  the  Holy  Book ;  but  to  bring  out 
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and  show  us  the  application  of  those  principles  to  all 
that  concerns  and  engages  us  in  life. 

Of  course  the  more  intense  the  political  agitation,  the 
more  urgently  these  diverse  views  are  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  Christian  men  and  Ministers.  All  concede 
that  we  are  passing  through  the  most  momentous  stage 
of  American  history;  nay,  that  events  are  in  progress  in 
which,  not  only  our  posterity,  but  all  mankind,  in  all 
future  ages,  have  an  unspeakable  interest.  Men’s  minds 
are  engrossed  with  these  things  which  are  taking  place 
upon  the  earth.  In  every  circle  they  are  the  subject 
of  conversation.  Every  family  has  a  life  staked  upon 
the  issue,  and  multitudes  have  already  paid  the  forfeit 
in  blood  and  tears.  The  strongest  feelings  of  humanity 
are  stirred  to  their  lowest  depths.  In  many  of  the 
religious  sects  into  which  the  good  people  of  our  land 
are  unhappily  divided,  the  peculiar  topics  suggested  by 
this  great  crisis  have  been  introduced  into  the  pulpit, 
almost  to  the  exclusion  of  those  spiritual  and  divine 
truths  which  in  other  and  better  days  had  been  accounted 
the  most  appropriate  themes  of  men  who  claim  to  be 
ambassadors  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

In  our  own  Church,  while  there  is  no  Canon  Law 
prohibiting  such  subjects  of  discourse  —  while  our' 
Liturgy  supplies  to  our  hearts  and  lips  daily  prayers 
for  “  all  who  are  in  authority”  over  us,  and  deprecations 
of  “  all  sedition,  privy  conspiracy  and  rebellion” — while 
our  people  and  clergy  are  as  generally  and  as  ardently 
loyal  as  any  other  class  in  the  community,  and  have  on 
fit  occasions,  by  word  and  deed  and  contribution,  declared 
as  distinctly  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
the  supremacy  of  law,  nothing  which  can  be  offensively 
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called  “  political  preaching 5  is  ever  heard.  The  Gospel 
message  has  neither  been  perverted  nor  displaced.  When 
allusion  has  been  made  to  men’s  civil  duties  in  their 
season,  it  has,  with  scarce  an  exception,  been  a  simple 
enforcement  of  the  doctrine  of  God’s  Word,  and  in 
studied  avoidance  of  all  personal  or  partisan  considera¬ 
tions.  From  some  the  Episcopal  Church  has  encoun¬ 
tered  great  obloquy  and  reproach  for  this  calm  and 
conservative  character  and  course ;  from  others,  it  has 
received  warm  commendation,  and  in  many  cases  drawn 
to  itself  honorable  accessions.  With  equal  warmth  on 
either  side,  men  applaud  and  condemn  what  they  please 
to  call  by  the  very  indefinite  name— “  political  preach¬ 
ing.” 

Now  that  the  acme  of  excitement  has  happily  passed, 
and  the  peculiar  peril  of  a  great  popular  conflict  is 
concluded,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  nor  unprofitable 
to  turn  our  thoughts  for  a  few  moments  to  the  inquiry, 
whether  tbe  Minister  of  Christ,  as  such,  has  anything 
legitimate  to  say  about  human  government,  and  its 
policy,  and  the  relation  which  his  hearers  hold  to  both. 

We  have  a  partial  clue  to  the  solution  of  this  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  words  of  our  text,  and  the  unfolding  which 
the  writer  has  himself  given  to  it  in  the  verses  which 
follow.  “  Speak  thou  the  things  which  become  sound 
doctrine.”  This  is  the  general  instruction  of  Paul  to 
Titus,  whom  he  had  left  in  Crete,  as  chief  Minister,  or 
Apostle  of  the  Churches  already  planted  in  that  island. 
You  observe  he  does  not  in  this  passage  enjoin  Titus  to 
preach  “  sound  doctrine,”  which  we  may  understand  to 
mean  the  elementary  truths  and  principles  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  but  “  the  things  which  become ”  it;  and  we  shall  pre- 
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sently  see  that  by  this  expression  he  designates  all  those 
practical,  social  duties,  into  the  discharge  of  which  the 
believer  is  bound  to  carry  the  power  of  his  faith  and  the 
spirit  of  his  Master.  Accordingly,  he  proceeds  at  once 
to  specify  the  virtues  and  doings  which  must  distinguish 
“  aged  men”  in  the  Church ;  “  aged  women,  likewise,” 
are  to  be  specially  directed  in  their  line  of  life.  From 
these  he  goes  on  to  particular  precepts  for  young  women, 
wives,  young  men,  and  servants ;  and  then,  after  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  pause,  to  show  that  all  these  duties  fairly  grow 
out  of  the  doctrines  and  hopes  of  the  Gospel,  he  advances 
another  step.  “  Put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to 
principalities  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates,  to  be 
ready  to  every  good  work.”  Subjection  to  lawful  autho¬ 
rity,  and  obedince  to  magistrates,  are  thus  recounted 
among  the  things  which  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  enjoined  the  first  Bishop  whom  he  established  in  a 
fixed  jurisdiction  to  speak  of  as  according  to,  or  becom¬ 
ing  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  Civil  duties,  then,  are,  in 
their  proper  time  and  degree,  proper  subjects  of  pasto¬ 
ral  discourse. 

Indeed,  on  a  more  comprehensive  view,  who  will  deny 
that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was  intended  to  control 
the  principles  and  conduct  of  man  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  ?  How  absurd  it  would  be  for  any  sensitive  hearer 
to  rise  up  and  say  :  “  Let  the  Ministers  of  Christ  confine 
themselves  to  the  great  dogmas  of  the  faith  and  the  pure 
spiritualities  of  our  religion ;  but  let  them  not  invade 
the  privacies  of  home  with  instructions  respecting  the 
mutual  duties  of  husband  and  wife,  or  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  ;  let  them  not  intrude  into  our  counting-houses  to 
meddle  with  our  rules  of  trade ;  or  follow  us  into  our 
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haunts  of  pleasure,  to  prescribe  our  limits  of  indulgence, 
or  rebuke  our  excesses  !”  What  an  impotent  agent  for 
good  would  the  Gospel  be,  thus  shut  out  of  all  the  actual 
walks  of  life ;  permitted  only  to  order  men’s  goings  in 
the  Sanctuary,  and  for  the  rest,  locked  up  in  the  Church 
a  holy  abstraction  !  But  if  it  may  track  man  every¬ 
where  else,  and  bring  its  divine  doctrines  and  precepts 
to  bear  upon  him  in  the  family,  in  the  market  and  the 
saloon,  why  not  also  in  the  State  ?  Must  he  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  in  every  other  department  of  his  social  being,  and 
yet  is  he  delivered  to  do  all  abominations  in  his  politi¬ 
cal  career?  Surely  not.  Christianity  was  designed  to 
adjust  itself  to  man,  or  rather  to  adjust  man  to  itself  in 
his  every  relation  and  act.  Instinct  with  divine  life  it 
is  to  touch  him  in  all  his  members,  and  make  him  alive 
unto  God. 

And  it  is  one  of  the  most  striking  incidental  proofs  of 
its  heavenly  origin  that,  though  it  was  issued  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago,  and  bears  the  traces  of  the  men  and 
the  times  whereby  God  gave  it  to  the  world,  yet  there 
has  never  arisen  since,  any  state  of  society,  or  any 
human  relation  or  personal  emergency,  which  it  does 
not  suit;  by  doctrine,  precept  or  spirit,  teaching  how  it 
is  to  be  met,  “  sanctified  and  made  meet  for  the  Master’s 
use.  ’  If,  then,  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  has  to  do 
with  man  as  a  member  of  the  body  politic,  has  not  the 
Minister  of  that  religion  a  word  to  say  ?  Does  he  even 
fulfil  his  office,  if  he  admonishes  him  of  his  duties  in 
every  other  sphere,  but  leaves  him  unaided  in  this? 

Assuming  now  that  Christiantity  has  some  relation 
to  what  men  with  marvellous  comprehension  call  “ poli¬ 
tics,”  and  that  they  who  dispense  the  Gospel  are  bound 
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to  speak  all  u  things  which  become  sound  doctrine,”  we 
proceed  to  the  inquiry,  in  what  measure  may  topics 
which  have  that  bearing  occupy  the  attention  of  one 
who  would  build  up  Christ’s  people  in  their  most  holy 
faith,  and  aid  them  to  “  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour  in  all  things  ?”  Paul  says  we  must  “  prophecy,” 
or  preach,  u  according  to  the  projoortion  of  faith” — one  of 
the  meanings  of  which  precept  I  understand  to  be  that 
we  are  to  observe  the  relative  importance  of  things — 
not  to  dwell  upon  minor  duties  to  the  exclusion  or  over¬ 
shadowing  of  those  which  are  of  paramount  concern. 
“  A  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed”  is  one 
that  “  rightly  divides,”  or  parcels  out,  “  the  Word  of 
Truth,  giving  to  every  one  his  portion  in  due  season.” 
Men’s  relations  to  civil  Government,  and  to  questions 
of  which  it  has  the  disposal,  do  not  recur  to  them,  and 
demand  conscientious  action  every  day,  save  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  quiet  subjection  to  constitutional  authority,  and 
obedience  to  magistrates.  The  faith  by  which  we  are 
saved — Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified — and  the  holy 
duties  which  that  faith  implies  or  imposes — toward  the 
flock  of  Christ,  (those  who  are  in  the  fold  and  those  who 
are  scattered  abroad)  ;  towards  the  inmates  of  home ; 
towards  those  with  whom  we  deal  in  the  walks  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  towards  the  social  circle  in  which  we  move, — 
these  are  themes  of  great  moment  and  constant  use. 
They  ought  to  constitute  the  staple  of  pulpit  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  not  to  be  constantly  overlaid  or  jostled  out  of 
their  place  of  pre-eminence  by  lessons  on  political  ethics 
however  truthful,  or  questions  of  social  structure  how¬ 
ever  interesting  they  be.  I  submit  to  you  that  they 
who  come  to  preach  the  Word  of  God  are  bound  by 
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their  commission,  not  only  to  declare  his  whole  counsel, 
but  to  give  to  its  several  parts  the  relative  prominence 
which  the  Lord  Himself  has  given  to  them — i.  e. :  not 
to  give  the  constitution  of  society,  or  man’s  duty  to  the 
State,  more  distinguished  place  in  their  teaching  than 
they  have  “in  the  volume  of  the  Book.”  To  me  it  has 
seemed  that  these  special  days  of  National  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  ordained  both  by  Ecclesiastical  and  Civil  authority, 
are  appropriate  to  these  themes,  and  enough  for  their  due 
development ;  and  that  the  Lord’s  Days,  taken  out  by 
divine  consecration  from  the  world’s  calendar,  and  de¬ 
voted  to  rest  from  all  its  toils  and  strifes,  are  sacred  to  the 
contemplation  and  furtherance  of  that  “  Kingdom  which 
is  not  of  this  world.” 

Further,  the  text  suggests  to  us  the  inquiry  how  wide 
a  range  of  political  subjects  comes  fairly  within  the  view 
of  one  who  stands  up  to  speak  by  authority  in  the  House 
of  God.  What  are  the  lessons — in  that  department  of 
Christian  ethics,  “which  become  sound  doctrine?”  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  personalities  and  rancors  of  partizan 
crimination  and  recrimination.  Far  above  the  low  level 
of  faction  and  party,  the  minister  of  Jesus  must  plant 
himself  upon  the  Mount  of  God,  and  see  only  what  can 
be  seen  from  that  lofty  stand  point,  and  that  only  in  the 
light  which  issues  from  the  divine  oracles.  With  the 
Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  he  is  to  “  know  no  man  after 
the  flesh,”  only  as  one  may  be  ordained  of  God,  and 
fulfilling  His  Work.  No  more  has  he  to  do  with  policies 
of  government,  or  with  theories  of  those  who  aspire  to 
wield  it,  except  in  so  far  as  they  involve  moral  questions 
on  which  the  Word  of  God  is  not  silent.  With  problems 
of  Finance  and  Credit,  Bank  or  no  Bank,  High  or  Low 
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Tariff;  with  the  policy  of  giving  or  selling  the  public 
lands;  with  the  question  whether  Emancipation  should 
be  gradual  or  immediate, — whether  by  Legislative  Act 
or  Executive  Proclamation ;  the  Lord’s  Minister,  standing 
in  his  official  place  and  capacity,  has  no  liberty  of  speech. 
He  cannot  cite  a  u  Thus  saith  the  Lord/’  for  any  view 
which  in  his  discretion  he  may  take  on  these  topics. 
They  are  purely  u  political”  questions  of  great  secular 
moment,  but  having  no  moral  aspects.  Nothing  can  be 
more  odious  in  the  sight  of  the  world,  or  more  completely 
alienate  from  the  Church  its  respect  and  confidence ; 
nothing  can  more  effectually  reduce  the  tone  of  piety 
within  the  Fold,  and  embitter  the  spirit  of  its  members 
with  religious  hate,  which  is  the  most  relentless  of  all 
passions — so  much  as  the  prostitution  of  the  Pulpit  to 
partizan  or  economic  uses.  They  even  who  may  be 
gratified  for  the  time  by  clerical  advocacy  of  men  and 
measures  to  which  they  are  committed,  will,  in  all  cases 
when  the  strife  is  over,  and  the  excitement  of  the  hour 
has  given  place  to  calm  reflection,  realize  with  regret 
that  something  has  been  lost  from  the  power  of  an 
influence  to  which  society  has  habitually  looked  to  give 
it  moral  elevation,  and  to  soothe  its  unhallowed  and 
violent  tempers. 

But,  while  questions  of  mere  State  must  be  left 
by  the  man  of  God,  to  be  determined  by  the  State, 
he  cannot  in  faithfulness  to  his  Divine  Master,  and 
to  the  Flock  of  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  him 
overseer,  consent  to  be  silenced  upon  every  subject 
which,  however  moral  in  its  nature  is  mingled  with 
political  interests,  or  which  the  crafty  please  to  disguise 
under  that  name.  No  fastness  of  divine  truth  must  be 


abandoned  by  him  whom  the  Lord  has  set  as  a  Watch¬ 
man,  because  invaders  claim  to  possess  it  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  party,  and  flaunt  before  it  a  banner  on  which 
“  politics”  is  inscribed.  Appointed  to  speak  the  “ things 
which  become  sound  doctrine/’  we  must  not  only  charge 
old  and  young,  male  and  female,  husbands  and  wives, 
masters  and  servants,  to  honor  the  faith  in  which  they 
are  sealed  by  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties— to  the 
church  and  to  one  another ;  and  in  every  relation  in  life  to 
cherish  and  manifest  the  spirit  of  their  Lord  and  Master, 
but  we  must  “put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to  princi¬ 
palities  and  powers,  and  to  obey  magistrates.”  The 
injunction  of  loyalty  to  government,  respectful  subjection 
to  those  in  authority,  ready  obedience  to  the  magistrates, 
who,  by  God’s  providence,  are  over  us  is  an  integral  part 
of  our  errand  ;  from  the  delivery  of  which  we  are  not  to 
desist  when  factions  arise  that  hate  the  persons  in  office 
and  would  compass  their  overthrow.  To  insist  on  these 
duties  is  not  “political,”  but  religious  preaching.  Jesus 
exemplified  this  when  he  said  to  the  Jews,  chafing  under 
the  yoke  of  Roman  dominion,  “  Render  to  Cmsar  the 
things  which  be  Caesar’s  /’  and  again,  when  He  wrought 
a  miracle  to  obtain  for  Himself  and  Peter  the  tribute 
money.  Moreover,  besides  the  duty  of  enjoining  honest 
subjection,  and  material  support  to  “  the  powers  that 
be,”  it  is  within  the  province  of  a  Minister  of  Christ, 
to  speak  for  or  against  principles  and  measures  in 
which  the  nation  is,  or  is  sought  to  be  involved,  whereon 
the  Word  of  God  has  pronounced  its  verdict.  It  is  his 
to  deal  with  them,  not  as  questions  of  policy,  but  as 
questions  of  right.  “  Let  the  potsherds  strive  with  the 
potsherds  of  the  earth.”  He  is  not  a  partizan  in  their 
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conflict.  He  pleads  for  God  and  right,  for  man  and  duty. 
And,  if  any  on  the  arena  of  political  strife  have  entered 
the  lists  as  champions  of  the  same  cause,  they  are  his 
allies,  not  he  theirs. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  question  of  legislative  restraint 
upon  the  liberty  to  make  drunkards,  was  in  different 
States  of  this  Union  adopted  as  a  political  issue.  It  had 
been  a  moral  question,  on  which  the  mind  of  God  was 
revealed  when  long  ago  He  inspired  the  prophet  to 
write  “  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  is  raging ;”  and  again, 
“  Who  hath  wo  ?  Who  hath  sorrow  ?  Who  hath  conten¬ 
tions  ?  Who  hath  babbling  ?  Who  hath  wounds  with¬ 
out  cause  ?  Who  hath  redness  of  eyes  ?  They  that  tarry 
long  at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  seek  mixed  wine.” 
When,  then  it  was  proposed,  in  a  conclave  of  politicians 
to  open  the  flood-gates  of  intemperance,  that  they  might 
float  into  power,  did  it  devolve  on  the  Minister  of 
God  to  shut  his  mouth  and  desist  from  preaching  on  the 
text,  “  Wo  unto  him  that  giveth  his  neighbor  drink, — 
that  putteth  the  bottle  to  him  and  maketh  him  drunken;” 
lest  any  devotees  of  the  pot-house  should  denounce  it  a 
“political  preaching?”  And  permit  me  here  to  express 
the  hope  that  some  party,  political  or  otherwise,  will 
ere  long  make  the  effort  to  modify  the  Laws,  or  to 
replace  the  Officers  by  whose  permission  nearly  every 
square  in  our  City  is  infested  with  one  or  more  alluring 
retreats  where  men  may  meet  and  revel  over  the  intoxi¬ 
cating  bowl ;  to  waste  their  means,  imbrute  their  bodies, 
and  destroy  their  souls.  For  one,  I  will  not  be  silent 
in  the  Pulpit,  when  the  work  begins. 

Should  the  time  unhappily  ever  arrive  in  which  any 
party  shall  aspire  to  power  using  for  its  watchword 
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the  convenient  but  base  proposition, — “  Repudiate  the 
National  debt,”  they  that  speak  “the  things  which 
become  sound  doctrine”  will  then  find  occasion  to  bring 
out  of  God’s  Law  the  old  statute  promulgated  at  Mount 
Sinai,  “  Thou  shalt  not  defraud  thy  neighbor,  nor  rob 
him.” 

It  is  not  improbable  that  amid  the  distractions  of 
the  present  crisis,  some  interest  may  be  made,  friendly 
or  hostile  to  the  existing  government,  to  bring  into  the 
fellowship  and  privileges  of  the  American  Union,  a  State 
in  which  the  Pagan  abomination  of  Polygamy  is  in 
practice,  and  sanctioned  by  the  local  Laws.  Are  the 
ministers  of  religion  to  be  still,  when  such  a  “  wonderful 
and  horrible  thing  is  committed  in  the  land  ?”  Shall 
“  the  prophets  prophecy  falsely,”  lest  any  should  say  that 
they  were  transcending  their  province  and  invading  the 
domain  of  politics  ? 

The  number  of  immigrants  from  European  and  Popish 
countries  who  come  to  us,  under  religious  bonds  that  are 
held  to  invalidate  all  others,— the  concert  with  which 
they  act,  when  invested  with  the  privileges  of  citizen¬ 
ship,  certainly  afford  ground  to  apprehend  that  the 
juncture  may  come  when  to  deny  the  Pope’s  Supremacy, 
or  the  latest  dogma  of  the  Vatican,  will  be  denounced  as 
“political  preaching.”  Must  we  then  who  hold  that 
“  there  is  one  Mediator  between  God  and  Man,  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus,”  and  that  He  “is  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
and  all  we  are  brethren — must  we  suppress  the 
divine  precept,  “Call  no  man  your  Father  upon  the 
earth,”  because  politicians  may  have  made  a  Platform? 
which  is  shaken  when  Protestant  truth  is  preached  ? 

All  truth  which  God  propounds — old  as  the  Bible — 
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the  Minister  of  truth  must  dispense — not  faltering  at  the 
very  time,  when  issues  in  which  it  is  involved  are  being 
determined  by  a  Nation  of  people.  Moral  questions  are 
in  the  sphere  of  religion ;  and  demagogues  may  not  take 
them  out  and  stamp  their  signet  upon  them  and  forbid 
them  to  be  meddled  with  by  the  servants  of  God.  They 
cannot  be  estranged  from  their  legitimate  place,  by  this 
summary  process  of  sequestration. 

In  the  tremendous  ordeal  through  which  our  own— 
our  Native  Land  is  now  passing — divine  Providence, 
acting  by,  or  against  the  purposes  of  men,  has  brought 
before  this  people  the  solemn  question, — shall  human 
Slavery  subsist  under  the  Aegis  of  a  Government  which 
proclaimed  as  the  pretext  for  its  independent  organiza¬ 
tion,  “  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal  V  In  the 
decision  of  this  question,  immense  pecuniary  interests 
are  involved  :  the  social  and  industrial  habits  of  millions 
of  our  race  are  mixed  up  with  it;  old  political  affilia¬ 
tions  are  woven  into  it : — It  could  never  be  touched, 
however  gently,  and  with  whatever  motive,  without 
sending  a  thrill  of  joj^  or  pain  to  some  Member  in  the 
Body-politic.  Passions  became  inflamed,  sectional  hate 
supervened.  It  is  now  given  to  the  stern  arbitrament 
of  the  sword.  And  the  solution,  though  not  yet  fully 
brought  forth,  can  be  no  longer  doubtful.  What  is  the 
nature  of  this  question  ?  Can  any  intelligent  man  claim 
that  it  is  purely  “  political  ?”  Is  there  nothing  in  the 
Word  of  God  which  bears  upon  it?  Have  they  no 
right  of  utterance,  who  appear  as  Ilis  ambassadors,  who 
was  “anointed  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and 
to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised  ?”  As  between 
parties  who  bandy  it,  pro  and  con,  for  personal  or 
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political  ends,  it  is  beneath  the  consideration  of  the 
Pulpit;  but,  as  an  issue  in  which  truth  and  right  are 
at  stake,  it  is  as  sacred  as  the  throne  of  God ;  and  is  not 
too  earthly  to  be  discussed  by  the  tongue  of  an  Angel. 

A  most  delicate  and  difficult  task  it  has  been  for  frail 
men  laden  wdth  such  responsibilities  to  speak  the  truth 
in  love ;  to  avoid  the  secular  aspects  of  the  question  ;  to 
exclude  from  their  hearts  all  partizan  interests,  and  from 
their  lips  all  offensive  and  bitter  words.  Whoever  has 
done  so,  and  has  simply  advocated  universal  freedom — 
civil  and  social,  as  the  boon  wfflich  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
intended  for  man,  and  which  it  will  surely  give,  where- 
ever  “  truly  preached,  truly  received,  and  truly  followed/’ 
has  spoken  as  a  Citizen  of  Heaven  ;  and  is  not  justly 
chargeable  with  political  discourse,  save  as  he  pleads  for 
the  prevalence  of  “  the  Law  of  Liberty/ —the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Israel. 

It  is  not  our  privilege,  as  we  all  had  fondly  hoped  to 
rejoice  together,  and  bless  God  this  day  for  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  a  just,  and  honorable,  and  permanent  peace.  For 
some  wise  purpose,  which  the  progress  of  events  will 
probably  disclose,  we  are  still  left  to  suffer  under  the 
direful  calamities  of  war.  To  punish  our  past  iniquities, 
to  humble  our  National  pride,  to  bring  us  to  unity  of 
purpose,  and  harmony  of  faith  in  the  social  principles 
which  wTe  have  avowed ;  to  make  afterward  out  of  an 
afflicted  and  poor  people  a  nation  bringing  forth  the 
fruits  of  righteousness,  may  be  among  the  designs  for 
which  God  keeps  us  still  in  the  valley  of  Tophet.  It 
becomes  us  while  we  pray  for  deliverance,  to  reflect,— 
wffiether  there  be  yet  accomplished  in  us,  that  purgation 
for  which  the  fire  of  trial  has  been  kindled. 
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Some  saddened  hearts, — some  gloomy  prophets  may 
incline  to  ask,  for  what  public  mercies  the  Nation 
is  called  to  give  thanks.  The  granaries  bursting 
with  superfluity  of  food  for  man  and  beast, —  the 
breezes  that  come  redolent  of  health  from  every  quar¬ 
ter,  yield  one  answer  which  none  can  gainsay.  Con¬ 
tinued  peace  with  every  foreign  Power ;  free  insti¬ 
tutions  maintained,  and  government  strong  in  the 
emergency  for  which  a  Republic  has  been  pronounced 
inadequate ;  the  arrest  or  destruction  of  the  most  for¬ 
midable  pirates  that  have  preyed  on  our  commerce ; — 
the  thwarting  of  every  attempt  of  the  Rebellion  to  make 
the  soil  of  Loyal  States  the  field  of  its  struggle ;  the 
gradual  but  sure  reduction  of  territory  which  it  has 
striven  to  separate  from  the  National  domain ;  the  pre¬ 
monitions  of  a  growing  willingness  in  some  of  the 
revolted  States  to  treat  for  a  return  into  the  fellowship 
which  they  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  break ;  the 
unsurpassed  heroism  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  and  our 
sailors  on  the  flood;  the  patience  of  our  noble  champions 
in  loathsome  prisons,  or  sick  and  wounded  in  our  hos¬ 
pitals  ;  the  Spartan  virtue  of  our  women  in  giving  their 
loved  ones,  with  cheerful  blessings  and  suppressed  tears, 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  Law;  the  Christ&tifrlike 
devotion  with  which  others  of  the  gentler  sex  have 
exposed  themselves  on  the  battle-field  to  succor  the 
dying,  or  toiled  and  nursed,  and  taught  and  prayed  by 
the  bedsides  of  maimed  and  suffering  soldiers,  to  soothe 
their  anguish,  and  to  fit  them  for  life  on  earth  or  rest  in 
Heaven;  the  alacrity  and  profusion  with  which  the 
stores  of  the  rich,  and  the  savings  of  the  poor  have  been 
given,  to  supply  every  assuasive  which  nature  or  art 
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can  furnish,  for  those  whom  the  exposures  of  the  camp 
or  the  missiles  of  the  enemy  have  prostrated ;  and, 
withal,  the  marvellous  prosperity  with  which  indus¬ 
trious  labor  has  been  crowned,  despite  these  untoward 
and  exhaustive  burdens these  all  are  occasions  of 
gratitude,  which  should  bring  us  in  throngs  to  the 
Temple  of  God,  to  bless  Him  for  His  mercies,  and  to 
pledge  ourselves  to  His  service.  And  shall  we  not 
rejoice  that  by  the  act  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  State, 
and  by  the  advance  of  conquering  hosts  in  others,  the 
foul  cause  of  all  this  intestine  war  has  been  shorn  of  its 
power  to  do  mischief  and  hastens  to  disappear  from  the 
Land?  Is  it  not  something  to  live  and  suffer  for,  that 
millions  of  bondmen  are  released  from  the  Egypt  of 
hopeless  vassallage,  even  though  the  living  generation 
like  Israel  of  old,  wander  all  their  lives  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  a  seemingly  uncertain  destiny,— hungry  and 
thirsty,  and  naked, —that  to  their  children  it  may  be 
given  to  enter  the  heritage  of  promise  ? 

Brethren,  I  have  but  one  more  memento  of  the  Lord’s 
goodness  to  specify,  out  of  the  multitude  of  His  mercies, 
which  of  itself  is  so  signal  a  manifestation  of  His  care, 
and  His  purposes  of  Grace  to  our  distracted  and  bleeding 
Country,  that  it  had  been  enough  in  its  solitary 
greatness,  to  bring  this  whole  people  to  the  foot-stool  of 
Him,  who  “  from  the  place  of  His  habitation,  looketh 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,”  and,  at  his  pleasure, 
“fashioneth  their  hearts  alike.”  It  is  the  unanimity, 
the  quietness,  and  order  with  which  a  most  eventful 
political  issue  has  been  met  and  decided ;  and  the  manly 
acquiescence  with  which  they  who  strove  for  change, 
have  bowed  to  the  popular  will  expressed  in  the  Con- 


stitutional  way.  For  the  triumph  of  a  man,  however 
profoundly  I  may  honor  his  character,  and  approve  his 
acts ; — for  the  success  of  a  party,  in  whatever  esteem  I 
may  hold  its  doctrines,  it  is  not  for  me  here ,  to  exult,  or 
utter  congratulations.  Such  sentiments  and  words  are 
my  privilege  as  a  Citizen,  but  not  as  a  Minister  of  Christ. 
Never  was  there  a  National  expression  since  the  world 
began,  in  which  men  and  their  petty  ambitions  and  per¬ 
sonal  interests  were  more  completely  ignored ;  and  only 
principles  and  purposes  were  avowed,  contested,  and 
determined.  And,  I  cannot  suppose  that  there  is  now 
an  American  heart  whatever  may  have  been  its  yearn¬ 
ings  while  this  issue  was  pending,  that  does  not  thrill 
with  admiration,  in  the  view  of  a  great  people,  and  they, 
his  own  countrymen,  rising  up  out  of  their  sorrows,  like 
a  Phoenix  out  of  the  Fires  that  have  consumed  it,  and 
pronouncing  that  this  struggle,  which  they  judge  to  be 
for  National  honor  and  right,  must  go  on  to  a  triumphant 
result.  When  I  remember  that  this  decree  has  been 
spoken  from  desolate  homes  whose  firstlings  have  been 
“  slain  in  the  high  places  of  the  field;”  when  I  reflect 
that  it  is  the  voice  of  a  people  already  burdened  with 
the  accumulated  cost  of  four  years  of  gigantic  war; 
when  I  send  my  thoughts  forward,  and  consider  the 
tremendous  liabilities  which  this  decision  invites,— the 
draught  which  it  authorizes  for  fresh  victims  on  the 
altar  of  the  Country,  and  fresh  imposts  upon  the  persons 
and  estates  of  the  people, — I  stand  in  awe  of  the  majestic 
utterance  as  when  I  hear  the  roll  of  the  thunder,  or  the 
deep  undertone  of  the  earthquake,  and  feel  for  once  the 
truth  of  what  men  have  long  said,  “  The  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God.”  I  take  confidence  that  “the 
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battle  is  the  Lord’s/’  and  that  He  will  not  let  it  cease 
“  until  he  send  forth  judgment  unto  victory.”  The 
conflict  of  Truth  with  error,  of  Liberty  with  oppression, 
whether  by  stress  of  reason  or  power  of  the  sword  (alike 
God’s  instruments)  is  to  proceed  until — not  only  here, 
but  over  the  habitable  earth,”  every  yoke  shall  be 
broken,  just  and  equal  Laws  prevail,  and  Religion  shall 
seal  and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  Fraternity  and  Peace. 
Amen. 
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